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Infectious Disease Policy


Policy:

Burnett Respite Services Inc. strives to remove immediate and/or serious risks to the health of service users, staff and visitors from possible cross-infections, by adopting appropriate procedures for dealing with infectious diseases*, whilst respecting the rights of individual privacy. Accordingly, all people, including service users, staff, family members and carers, and visitors, with infectious diseases will be excluded from attending Burnett Respite Services Inc. activities or facilities to prevent the diseases from spreading to others.

* When infectious disease is referred to in these policies and procedures, it means communicable  diseases and notifiable diseases (refer to Commonwealth Department of Health at www.health.gov.au and Communicable Diseases Network Australia at www.cda.gov.au.


Relevant Policies:

· Duty of Care. 
· Privacy
· Service User Rights
· Service User Protection
· Infection Control

Responsibilities

The Board of Management is responsible for:
· monitoring and reviewing all organisational policies and procedures: and
· Auditing compliance with policy provisions, record keeping and training.

The General Manager is responsible for:
· Monitoring reasonably available alert services through the Commonwealth Department of Health and Communicable Diseases Network and Queensland Health to keep up to date information on infectious diseases within the community.

All employees, paid and unpaid are responsible for:

· adhering to all policies and procedures of the organisation; and
· Ensuring they are fully aware of and understand their obligations in relation to infectious diseases.

Procedures:
Monitoring

· This organisation will monitor reasonably available alert services through the Commonwealth Department of Health and Communicable Diseases Network and Queensland Health to keep up to date information on infectious diseases within the community.



Reporting.

· It is the responsibility of parents/carers to inform Burnett Respite Services Inc. of any infectious disease their child, or other immediate family members may be suffering.

· Families/Carers will be advised through the induction and review processes that people who are ill are not to be brought to Burnett Respite services Inc or its activities.

· It is the responsibility of staff to inform their supervisor of any infectious disease that the staff member or their immediate family members may, be suffering.

· This organisation is responsible for reporting all notifiable diseases and also to report this to families of other service users accessing services as appropriate, but having regard to the privacy of individuals concerned.

· Records in regard to infectious diseases will be maintained by the administration staff. These will include name, age symptoms, date and time the illness was first noticed and action taken. This record will not be available to other families/carers in view of the sensitive nature of a person’s health information.

· A notice will be posted and attention drawn to it when there has been a report of an infectious disease at this organisation.

· The rights of individual privacy will be respected at all times, and in particular the Privacy Policy of this organisation will be observed by all staff implementing these procedures relating to infectious diseases.


Exclusion.

· All people, including service users and staff, who are suffering from any infectious diseases need to be excluded from Burnett Respite Services Inc. to prevent others from being introduced to the infection. When any such person is found to be showing signs of any infectious disease:-
· for service users attending other than supported accommodation, their parents will be required to immediately collect the person and seek medical advice;
· for service users in supported accommodation, they will be isolated from other residents as far as practicable and medical advice sought;
· for staff, they will immediately be released from work in order to seek medical attention and for the period of the infectious disease;
· for parents, carers or other adults, they will be required to leave the premises of Burnett Respite Services Inc. immediately and not re-enter the premises unless and until they are no longer suffering from the infectious disease.
· If a duly qualified and registered medical practitioner diagnoses an infectious disease, the diagnosed person shall be excluded for the recommended period. (see Commonwealth Department of Health requirements – Appendix 1)

· For disease which are from time to time published as requiring a doctor’s certificate clearing the service user/staff, the doctor’s certificate will be required before that individual is readmitted to Burnett Respite Services Inc.

Non Immunisation.

Staff and children will be excluded from Burnett Respite Services Inc and its activities if there is an outbreak of an infectious disease against which they have not been immunised. The period of exclusion will be in accordance with the National Health and Medical Research Council’s recommendations. www.nhmrc.gov.au 









































Appendix 1.

The following exclusion periods will be applied before an individual may return to Burnett Respite Services Inc..

	Conditions 
	Exclusion of cases 
	Exclusion of contacts 

	Amoebiasis (Entamoeba histolytica) 
	Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased 
	Not excluded 

	Campylobacter 
	Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased 
	Not excluded 

	Chicken pox 
	Exclude until fully recovered or for at least 5 days after the eruption first appears. Note that some remaining scabs are not a reason for continued exclusion 
	Any child with an immune deficiency (for example, leukaemia) or receiving chemotherapy should be excluded for their own protection. Otherwise not excluded 

	Conjunctivitis 
	Exclude until discharge from eyes has ceased 
	Not excluded 

	Diarrhoea 
	Exclude until diarrhoea has ceased or until medical certificate of recovery is produced 
	Not excluded 

	Diphtheria 
	Exclude until medical certificate of recovery is received following at least two negative throat swabs, the first not less than 24 hours after finishing a course of antibiotics and the other 48 hours later 
	Exclude family/household contacts until cleared to return by the appropriate health provider

	Haemophilus type b (Hib) 
	Exclude until medical certificate of recovery is received 
	Not excluded 

	Hand, Foot and Mouth disease 
	Until all blisters have dried 
	Not excluded 

	Hepatitis A 
	Exclude until a medical certificate of recovery is received, but not before 7 days after the onset of jaundice or illness 
	Not excluded 

	Herpes ('cold sores') 
	Young children unable to comply with good hygiene practices should be excluded while the lesion is weeping. Lesions to be covered by dressing, where possible 
	Not excluded 

	Human immune-deficiency virus infection (HIV/AIDS) 
	Exclusion is not necessary unless the person has a secondary infection 
	Not excluded 

	Impetigo 
	Exclude until appropriate treatment has commenced. Sores on exposed surfaces must be covered with a watertight dressing 
	Not excluded 

	Influenza and influenza like illnesses 
	Exclude until well 
	Not excluded 

	Leprosy 
	Exclude until approval to return has been given by the appropriate health provider 
	Not excluded 

	Measles 
	Exclude for at least 4 days after onset of rash 
	Immunised contacts not excluded. Unimmunised contacts should be excluded until 14 days after the first day of appearance of rash in the last case. If unimmunised contacts are vaccinated within 72 hours of their first contact with the first case they may return. 

	Meningitis (bacteria) 
	Exclude until well 
	Not excluded 

	Meningococcal infection 
	Exclude until adequate carrier eradication therapy has been completed 
	Not excluded if receiving carrier eradication therapy 

	Mumps 
	Exclude for 9 days or until swelling goes down (whichever is sooner) 
	Not excluded 

	Poliomyelitis 
	Exclude for at least 14 days from onset. Re-admit after receiving medical certificate of recovery 
	Not excluded 

	Ringworm, scabies, pediculosis (head lice) 
	Re-admit the day after appropriate treatment has commenced 
	Not excluded 

	Rubella (german measles) 
	Exclude until fully recovered or for at least four days after the onset of rash 
	Not excluded 
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